 

UK Astronomers support the
Southern African Large Telescope (SALT) project. 
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



SALT Inauguration – 10 Nov 2005

Attended by ~1000 delegates from South Africa and internationally, including politicians, diplomats, university representatives, scientists, teachers and students. Speeches, cultural events and a fly-by took place at the telescope site near Sutherland.
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SALT images and telescope
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UK astronomers will study e.g. highly variable objects, stellar populations and distant galaxies.

UKSC partners and web sites:
· University of Central Lancashire www.uclan.ac.uk/cfa  
· Armagh Observatory www.arm.ac.uk
· University of Southampton www.phys.soton.ac.uk
· University of Nottingham www.nott.ac.uk/physics & www.nottingham.ac.uk/~pczastrc 
· University of Keele www.astro.keele.ac.uk
· Open University www.physics.open.ac.uk
www.salt.ac.za





Includes UKSC members





From President Mbeki’s speech :-


“I am honoured to welcome … the partners who combined to create this magnificent instrument of learning…”


“We have felt our heartbeats quicken as we were told that SALT would have the power to tackle fundamental questions about the Universe, such as: what was the universe like when the first stars and galaxies were forming? what kind of worlds orbits other suns?...”.











