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We often hear it said that our Sun is an 
ordinary, unexceptional star, but in fact, 
both it and our Solar System may be 
highly unusual.  In this talk I will discuss 
what we understand about the still 
unsolved problem of how stars – both 
like our Sun and otherwise – form.  I will 
show how astronomers use 
observations from Earth- and 
space-based telescopes to study both 
the clouds of dense gas that are the 
nurseries of new stars, and the discs 
around these stars which will one day 
evolve into solar systems that may be 
quite different from our own.  I will 
discuss how common stars like our Sun 
and planets like the Earth may be, and 
the implications of this for the search 
for life on planets around other stars in 
our Milky Way galaxy.
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“A small unregarded yellow 
sun”: How did our Solar System 
form, and how unusual is it?
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